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m im coupte of years, CQmpmlm have bmn mm. ^ -^hmmmexM volume^ m pmm 
m0€m}ms. wmm US. ■mertlMnmMmafkmm mm,, a^nd the PTO^ h.as: hem. issuing a 
■omms m mmrd numbers, Bmmt f^^^eai the: PTO processed an estimated 20%om 
patent applicatrons. a^d issued a: record msf9 p^t&nts/- Trris. re^:«iit rise In pateTii; 
applicatixms can be aftrrbaled m part to Ihrys ra€ta:r;5;. tMfmtm Circuits lui^-io?^ 
decision iii Sme Street B.am & Imsf S/f/^efti/-^^ fmmda} Gmup m€.;-im rise: of the 
Memm greater patent sawiness m'^.mg e^smpaolss. 

The S?0feSfe8f case :affoTrfi?<5 fc? Fedemi .Ch'calt the occasion,. m deri^rm.gtlie.paterimfe^lity 
of Slgnatore- Fiiis.i^i^-Jal eww^ ''hA and- s-pok«r"- metri.o^^ and' s^Bt^?:m for managing -miitu^i 
fypds, to narrow the scope of tiie- ^rolii.bltiofi m patenting ''ma^:hematlcal algorlth^is'^' .and. to 
lav p:erma^ently tQ.resf th:€..al.re3dy mor^-bimd^ pMimmxi on. pat^ntlirg "m^jthads of doinf 
M^mms."" Atth.ough many parents had' Issued' mmmg- m-^t^mm 40mg:b:usin:e^^s feefcre 
th-B State Street Mwrn^Mi^ mcmon grsalty mcressed rNs: awar^f :ess of ths.poss?t)fiil:v- of 
pBXmum methods ot-co[-ig biainess <)r ''bmin^ss mMeH^"' Tfm ^im-mmmfim, co:a.pled: 
vtfiththe rneie^rk dse of iheinte-'B^vr^H' the Ust:fBm- fm:rB and tfi.e: new business med^^ls that 
It h:as Eni&iicl'ered, has led £0 a mrng tsumm m pMBnt .a.ppiicaiions- seeki.-tg to .cover y^ew 
business isaradsgnifi arid' metht^ds. Bmm.iSfx most .mmmn business modei5:a;j'e fnY^ii:ernent:ed 
an<l^ mav-afed tHrougii so-ftwar^ systems, th&re- hm bmiX a cor^^esp-O^tiding r^se^ Bitiie nnm^- 
.si^-mm ^'B-m^mw patems." kmaed.. I-He p.at:e?rrat mm.m Smie.Stme.imm a:SOfrware-: 
fease.d;metho:d and systi?ni- for managing iiTutual fur^ds. 

rrvthe momM since xM State Smet deacon was hmm^^ down: on- Ju% 2^^, ignB^.t^w effect 
of Ihat dMSioji .©R the numbers ^^nd t^pm :of paSent appdcatlo-ris filed :h;;js.1j5^ejn both &wm 
and ■paipa.ole, me- Acting CQmrnmim^r of tb.e- PTCX. ^It^dd- mmmmi, st;ate:d recentl^-tdai 
[rvth^ past fmr the nimiber o-fa-ppuCBtions wan .ciadiis- similar ta l:h.as^^ at:iss:u-e in-Scate 
Stre-^t increased -over 4-0. .percent. He :aiso rep-o-rted' thai; €liiri rig d.i.^ca^¥*;^ tdcF^-'O 
emetXed to Issue: over ""bustn^ss niethod'^type s-oftwar^?. p;at^?n>st- ind-eedv the- ^^y-;^~^:ber 
©f -f-ss.ued -software: pmmts- m ger^sral has- skyr0cket:ed. Soli-ware, mtew-s are -sxarndxed- rn th.e 
FTO's.data -process-^ng ar;:d co:mi^uters a.nd m.mmm\€almm. gto^up. That group- had the- 
-largesl dicre^ae Iri is-suad; pat^^nts mst year, u-p 4-0%. S5,f5t^a- teu^d; p-Bte^iTs. -^d-^iternet^^ 
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